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Membership Eligibility Criteria Certification

To be considered for nonprofit membership with United Way of Boone County (UWBC) for FY2027 funding period, an organization must meet all eligibility requirements as described below. 
Administrative and Organizational Criteria
1. The organization must actively conduct Health and Human Service programs and services to individuals residing in the Boone County, Illinois area.

2. The organization must be incorporated and actively conducted business for the past three years.

3. The organization must maintain in its budget and programming a demarcation between its religious programs and other programs so that United Way does not fund religious programming.

4. The organization must be able to demonstrate and document community programming and activities for the prior calendar year.

5. The organization must have an appropriate policy that demonstrates a practice of non-discrimination as it relates to the operation of the organization, including service delivery, on the basis of race, creed, color, religion, gender, age, national origin, physical or mental health, sexual orientation or any characteristic protected by law. 
 
6.	The organization prioritizes diversity and inclusion and that it will seek out, welcome and build upon the diversity and the positive attributes that exist within the communities served. This includes ensuring that all services are accessible to all individuals, and that the organization demonstrates an understanding of, respect for, and responsiveness to the home culture and language of the individuals and families served.

7. The organization complies with applicable federal, state, and municipal laws and regulations. This includes, but is not limited to, compliance with individual state registration requirements for charitable solicitation.

8. NEW REQUIREMENT: Submit testimonials, success stories and/or pictures to help United Way donors connect on an emotional level, showing real-world changes rather than just numbers. Sharing honest narratives of individuals overcoming hardship inspires long-term community support.

Board Criteria

1. Shall be governed by a volunteer board of directors including a chairperson, secretary, and treasurer.

2. Shall have a policy which provides for rotation of its members and requires regular attendance and a quorum at board meetings to conduct business.

3. Recruitment of board membership shall be representative of the Boone County community and/or representative of the organization’s target population.

4. Shall approve and oversee the development and implementation of the organization’s annual operating budget.
Note:
If the organization is the local arm of a statewide or national organization, directed by a state or national governing board, or if it fulfills a specific mission of a local multi-mission organization directed by a governing board, the organization receiving United Way funding must have its own volunteer governing body in the form of an Advisory Board or Council. 
Financial Criteria

1. Be recognized by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) as tax-exempt under 501(c) 3 of the Internal Revenue Code and have been notified by the IRS that the organization is not a private foundation as defined in Section 509 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code.

2. Maintain accounting records which are in conformity with the current Standards of Accounting and Financial Reporting.
3. Prepare budget(s) that indicate organizational income and expenses prepared and approved by the agency’s Board of Directors.

4. Organization audit requirements:
· Full Audit: Required if your nonprofit's annual gross receipts exceed $500,000. 
· Financial Review: Required if your nonprofit's annual gross receipts are between $300,000 and $500,000.
· Professional Fundraiser Threshold: If your organization uses a professional fundraiser to solicit donations in Illinois, an audit becomes mandatory when annual contributions reach $25,000. 

5. Organization 990 requirements:
· Form 990-N (e-Postcard): For organizations with normally $50,000 or less in annual gross receipts, filed electronically.
· Form 990-EZ: For organizations with annual gross receipts less than $200,000 and total assets less than $500,000.
· Form 990: For organizations with annual gross receipts of $200,000 or more or total assets of $500,000 or more.
· Form 990-PF: Required for all private foundations, regardless of income. 
6.	Maintain an administrative and fundraising rate (AFR) of less than 35% of total revenue. 

7. Certify compliance with provisions of the USA PATRIOT Act and anti-terrorism measures (via UWBC).

8. Conduct an in-house United Way campaign among staff, board members, or other stakeholders.

9. Actively participate in events and activities hosted by UWBC.

Services Not Eligible for Funding
· Programs that are primarily political or religious in nature
· Services restricted to members of a specific religious group.
· Programs dedicated solely to presenting cultural or artistic achievements.
· Services or programs that provide long-term financial subsidies to individuals.
· Capital projects.
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